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PERFECT PEACE IN THE CITY OF GOD 

Isaiah 26 

INTRODUCTION 

We spent Holy Week really looking at how Jesus death and resurrection is a total game changer not only in where we 

spend eternity, but also in regards to what this life is all about in the first place. 

We are trading our kingdom for His, and the irony is that once we do that then we will experience joy that is not 

dependant on the circumstances of our own “kingdom”. 

What is interesting is that this is not only a major theme of the Gospels in the New Testament, it’s also a major theme 

of the Old Testament and the story of Israel. 

Our text this week in Isaiah touches on it heavily. 

WHAT IS RIGHTEOUSNESS? 

Basically, “righteous” means “Good standing with God, or better -  right relationship with God”. 

That good standing with God can ONLY come through conforming to the requirements of that relationship.  The 

requirements of our relationship with God are obeying His commands – keeping His law. 

What we know is that throughout the OT, there are repeated failures in righteousness.  Failures to conform to the 

requirements of a relationship with God.  So our perfectly righteous God becomes one of us in Christ and keeps all the 

requirements for us, in our place. 

He dies as a once and for all sacrifice this giving us His righteousness, or good standing with God. 

This is how we make sense of 2 Corinthians 5:21 “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God.”  (ALSO I Corinthians 1:30) 

So when you see Isaiah use the word “righteous” know that he is talking about obeying God’s law.  But Jesus takes 

that definition and completes it at the cross. 

THE STRONG CITY 

READ Isaiah 26:1-2 

This is another song that Isaiah has written. 
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He starts off the song by creating a metaphorical picture of a strong and mighty city.  It has impenetrable walls and 

bulwarks around it. 

Those walls and bulwarks are salvation.  Now, don’t cheapen the word “salvation” with your modern evangelical 

Christian understandings.  Salvation is simply “deliverance” or “help” or “rescue”, but also “blessing” and 

“prosperity” and “provision” and “security”. 

Now, there is a reason why we have come to use the word “salvation” to refer to a person coming to faith in Jesus.  It’s 

because Jesus has delivered, helped, and rescued us from our sin, and continues to bless us, cover us, and secure us in 

Him. 

Salvation doesn’t simply equal becoming a Christian.  It’s the whole enchilada of God’s rescue, favor and covering on 

His children. 

THE WALLS AROUND THIS CITY ARE THE SALVATION OF GOD’S PEOPLE BY THE HAND OF GOD HIMSELF.   

THE GATES ARE OPEN 

VERSE 2 -- This city has gates at the entrance.  The gates are not open to anyone.  They are only open to the righteous.  

(remember what righteousness is!) 

READ Isaiah 26:3-6 

Through the gate, and insidethe walls of the salvation of God things don’t work the same way they work outside the 

walls. 

Inside the walls, we get perfect peace.  We are safe, secured, covered, surrounded by His power and protection. 

This is the truth for you and I right now.  If you are in Christ, if you a follower of Jesus, then you have passed through the 

gate and you are inside His strong city where there is safety and blessing and help. 

This is the thematic message of this entire song.  Isaiah is telling God’s people that God will rescue the righteous and 

that the righteous have nothing to fear. 

DO YOU HAVE PERFECT PEACE? 

I know I don’t. 

If not, then we really need to stop here for a minute and dig into why that is. 

To put it into the context of this text, I think that you could say it this way: 

If we do not have perfect peace, then we either have to say that Isaiah is wrong and God doesn’t really give us perfect 

peace.  -  WRONG ANSWER. 

OR… we have to say that we leave the strong city, out through the gate, and when we do so we leave perfect peace 

behind. 
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WE ARE COMMUTERS 

I think it’s safe to say that we tend to be city commuters.  We drive into the city on Sunday, small group night, maybe 

during a personal prayer time, etc.  Then we drive out of the city to live life in the “real world”. 

We have strayed so far from what Jesus intended that we have defined the religion following Jesus as something that 

we can step in and out of depending on the physical setting. 

We’ve said, “You don’t have to live in the city of God, you just have to have a pass to come and go as you please.  You 

don’t have to walk in the Way of Christ, you just have to have met Christ.  You don’t have to imitate Christ, you just 

have to know about Christ.” 

We make Jesus into an ethereal, unknowable, figure that doesn’t have flesh and bone and a Way to be followed.  So 

we worship Him not as a reality, but as an unknowable spirit that we will one day meet face to face when He returns 

but that we are not face to face with now. 

And so we go and meet Jesus at church, we go to meet Jesus at prayer, we go to meet Jesus when we read the Bible, 

but then we leave those things into “the real world” we leave Him there. 

We say, “Sorry, Jesus, I gotta leave to cook dinner for the kids and do laundry and get to work.  I’ll see you next time.” 

EVERYTHING IS COMPETITION 

When we think like commuters, then everything becomes competition with Jesus.  All of your priorities – children, 

work, spouse, friends, health, finances, and ministry become things that exist outside of this safe and blessed city of 

God.  So we enter into the city less and less, because the city of God exists somewhere other than “everyday life”. 

Instead of moving into the city, bringing our whole life inside the walls of God’s salvation, we keep them separate. 

THIS IS A DEVASTATING DECEPTION AND EVERY ONE OF US IS VICTIM TO IT. 

IN WHOM WILL WE TRUST? 

READ Isaiah 26:7-19 FOCUS ON 11-19 

VERSE 12 – YOU have done FOR US all OUR works – the gospel in one compact statement! 

 

Other lords are all the people that have tried to rule over them promising deliverance, safety, and blessing.  Others 

have tried to deliver us, but only God has done it. 

The American dream of a balanced, gluten free life, where the retirement account is full and the bills are paid, and the 

children and happy, and your body is healthy has utterly failed to save you.  Your government, your leaders, the 

constitution, the free market economy, modern science, modern medicine, modern technology, all of it has failed to fix 

what is broken. 
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With all of our effort, writhing, and trevail we only give birth to wind. 

Only God can raise the dead and only God can save us. 

If God can raise the dead, is there ANYTHING He can’t do? 

WHAT DOES ALL OF THIS ADD UP TO? 

God is our only hope.  He is the only Lord that can rescue us and bring us into His great city of refuge inside the walls of 

salvation. 

This includes every trial and test and difficulty you face in your life right now. 

HE  IS  YOUR  ONLY  HOPE. 

 Back in the days of the charismatic movement, people used to categorize things all the time in terms of “kingdom 

work” and “advancing the kingdom”.  Maybe some of that became a religious kind of thing to say, but I think we need 

to resurrect some of that language. 

I think what we have done instead of thinking in terms of “the Kingdom of God” we have thought in terms of 

“ministry”.  That is the WRONG mindset. 

We need to learn to think in terms of which kingdom are we building, right now, in what I am doing in this moment.  

This could be rest, work, friendship, worship, church life, private prayer, serving the poor, whatever. 

Who’s kingdom is this about? 

Or, another way to think about it, “Have I moved into the city or am I commuting out of the city in order to do this?” 


